














 Bill S.2528 &  Bill H.4229                  An Act regarding free expression

Representative John Francis Moran 
& Senator Julian CyrProvides protection 

for school districts 
through strong 
selection and 
reconsideration 
policies.



Book Bans in Massachusetts

Are…

● Coordinated efforts
● Politically motivated by far-right conservatives
● Well-funded and resourced

Are NOT Driven by…
● Concerned parents who have legit questions
● Diverse families with differing values



Books Challenged: Reported to MSLA 22-23
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
All Boys Aren't Blue by George M. Johnson (3)
Beyond Magenta by Susan Kuklin (2)
Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender
Flamer by Mike Curato (3)
Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe (2)
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Lawn Boy by Jonathan Evison
Let’s Talk About It by Erika Moen and Matthew Nolan
Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness by Anastasia Higginbotham
Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope Pérez
Push by Sapphire
This Book Is Gay by Juno Dawson (3)



American Library Association 

Top 13 

Most Challenged Books, 2022



Challenges: Just the beginning

● Attacking curriculum
● Harassment
● Bomb threats
● Bad policies
● ‘Adverse legislation’
● Loss of work and jobs
● Police investigations



Best Defense: 

A Quality Collection Development Policy

● School Committee Approved
● Policy Reference Manual 

○ IJL - Section I, Files IJ, IJ-R, IJL, IJLA - 
■ materials, libraries, and/or reconsideration

● MSLA Policy PD Resource

http://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/browse/masterset/welcome/root
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10B2BGOudkJa4uFarploElrLZZOHAAqy3qCAAEBo7klk/edit?usp=sharing


Importance of School Library Programs:Defined 

❏ Licensed School Library Teacher
❏ Qualified leader and advocate within the school and district
❏ Possesses knowledge in instructional strategies, pedagogy and supporting all learners
❏ Competent selecting materials reflecting student learning needs & population

❏ Support Personnel
❏ Up to date technologies, books, materials for students & learning equipment 
❏ Regular collaboration and co-teaching between the LSLT & teachers

❏ Grounded in the standards that require research, reading, and information, digital, media and 
computer/technology literacies.  

❏ Space: nurturing, safe, promotes reading & encourages discovery & curiosity 
❏ Creative programing for students & staff
❏ School committee approved Collection Development Policy



Importance of School Library Programs 

❏ Licensed School Library Teachers      Positive/ increased reading outcomes.
❏ Research studies since 2003
❏ Increased reading increases student achievement. 
❏ Reduces Opportunity Gap (Darling Hammond) 

❏ Licenced School Library Teacher       Direct access to MA State funded resources
❏ Subscription Databases w/ Instruction
❏ Pebblego, SORA, Transparent Language
❏ Grants

❏ School Library Programs      Strives for equity in learning (MA DESE, 2018)

❏ Resources-All Students have access
❏ Support all Instruction: Individual, Groups, Professional 

❏ Policy Guidance       Records and Reasoning for Choices



Who is responsible for educating kids about:

● Digital literacy / online behavior / digital footprints
● Artificial Intelligence
● Copyright, plagiarism, and citing sources
● Evaluating information
● Mis- / dis- / mal-information
● Appropriate use of technology
● The joy of choosing personal reading material for entertainment

Licensed school library teachers do all this, and more!



Equity
❏ Lack of Library Equity in Massachusetts Schools (MA; DESE; MSLA, 2018)

❏ Not all Massachusetts…
❏ students have school libraries
❏ school libraries have licensed school library teachers (who offer instruction)
❏ school libraries are adequately funded
❏ school libraries have technology to both support students and staff, and manage 

materials.

❏ Accountability
❏ DESE: Licensed School Library Teachers: No Strong State Count

❏ Wealthy suburban districts are far more likely to have licensed school library 
teachers than urban or rural districts



On April 11, 2024, MassCUE is 
hosting a virtual panel 
discussion on Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) in 
partnership with CES, CSTA, 
MASCD, METAA and MSLA. 

The purpose of this event is to 
generate productive 

conversation about AI in 
education and elevate the 
work that is happening in 

educational settings across 
Massachusetts. 
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Questions? 

Jennifer Varney

Past President, MSLA
Cambridge Public Schools

jvarney@maschoolibraries.org 

Barb Fecteau

President, MSLA
Beverly Public Schools

bfecteau@maschoolibraries.org
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